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February 7, 2019 

       

Ambassador Virachai Plasai 

Royal Thai Embassy 

1024 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington, DC 20007 

 

RE: The charges against Mr. Chiang Yung-Shin 

 

Honorable Ambassador Plasai:  

  

We are here at the Embassy today to urge you to convey our concern to your government about the charges that 

Thailand authority brings against Mr. Chiang Yung-shin, a Taiwan national who helped us lease a house in 

Chiang Mai to set up our shortwave broadcasting to China.  

 

In August 2018, Thai police came to Chiang Mai and dismantled our shortwave radio there. On Nov. 23, 2018, 

Thai police arrested Mr. Chiang Yung-Shin, a Taiwanese who worked at a Taiwan company in Thailand, for 

assisting with the radio station by leasing a house to set up the shortwave equipment. In both cases, we learned 

from police the actions originated from the request from Chinese Communist government.  

 

Sound of Hope Radio Network is a US-based Chinese-language public radio and one of the largest Chinese ra-

dios in the U.S.  Besides serving American Americans, we also broadcast to China through shortwave radios. 

The reason why we do so is because there is no freedom of press in China, which is the cause of a lot of suffer-

ing and even loss of lives. 

 

We broadcast general news to China, including news about human rights violations against religious groups, 

minorities and under-privileged people. We also broadcast news about environmental crisis, epidemic and gov-

ernment brutality against people. 

 

One example of our reporting is about the currently spreading swine flu in China. Factual reporting of the prob-

lem has been suppressed. However the matter has to do not only people in China, but also people of the coun-

tries around China, including Thailand. 

 

Another outstanding example that we cover which gets on the nerve of Chinese government is the large scale 

persecution against Falun Gong practitioners and the organ harvesting against them for transplant profit by Chi-

nese government.  

 

Falun Gong is a Buddha-school spiritual practice based upon Truth, Compassion and Tolerance but it has been 

banned by the Chinese Communist regime since 1999 for fear of its popularity. In the last 20 years, tens of thou-

sands innocent practitioners were thrown into prisons and labor camps and tortured there. Many of them died or 

were disabled. What is most stunning is that independent investigators (https://hu.endorganpillaging.org/) have 

concluded that Chinese Communist regime killed at least 66,000 practitioners, and harvested their organs to 

make money. 

 

One group of investigators, Nobel Peace Prize nominees David Matas and David Kilgour, called this crime of 

organ harvesting “a form of evil we have yet to see on this planet”. 

 

I would like to remind you that none of such facts is familiar, or even known, to Chinese public. That is precise-

ly why such shortwave radio is crucial. It is among the very few ways that Chinese people can receive truthful 

information and learn about such crimes that happen in their own country. Only after they know the truth, they 

have a chance to speak up and stop it. 
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In our view, broadcasting to China and informing people there is sometimes equivalent to saving lives. 

 

We are aware that Thailand police’s action was influenced by Chinese government. We also know that the Chi-

nese Embassy is directly behind the case. Over the last 20 years Chinese government tried in every way to mute 

all voice which could expose their crimes. They arrested journalists, threat or buy out people, unleash lies 

through their media, and in this case in Thailand, shut down this shortwave radio. 

 

I would like to suggest one view point here. The Holocaust by Nazi Germany happened in 1930s-40s has be-

come a shame that the world would never forget. History will look at today from the future, just like how it 

looks at Holocaust from today. History will remember at the height of Chinese Communist regime’s crime 

against humanity, what everyone did, or didn’t do. Did we help to stop the killing, or did we aid the killing? 

 

So I asked you to consider the backdrop of this shortwave radio incident when considering the case. 

 

The Kingdom of Thailand is an independent sovereignty and a democracy. It is also a country with a faith in 

Buddhism. Would you allow the long arm of P.R.China to extend into Thailand to coerce you to do something 

that you shouldn’t do? Would you allow the persecution by a Communist regime against innocent people on 

your soil? Would you choose to stand on the wrong side of the history?  

 

Even without such backdrop, we don’t see the shortwave radio that we operate broke any Thailand’s law. The 

Thailand Telecommunication Business Act in its essence regulates domestic businesses. We are not a domestic 

business. Our shortwave radio aims at the sky and target only China. We target or serve no one in Thailand. 

Thus, it is not legally appropriate to apply the Telecommunication Business Act to Mr. Chiang or Sound of 

Hope Radio Network. 

 

The United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights(UDHR) clearly states in Article 19 that “Everyone 

has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interfer-

ence and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media or regardless of frontiers”. 

 

Thailand is a member of the international community. If you honor UDHR, you can see what Sound of Hope 

Radio Network and Mr. Chiang did is precisely the right that UDHR aims to protect. 

 

I wish Thailand government would consider the entire situation for this case. I wish you would drop the charges 

against Mr. Chiang. Mr. Chiang merely helped with a good cause of freedom of press without seeking any per-

sonal gain. Should you do it, the world will see it and appreciate it, and history will remember it. 

 

Yours most sincerely, 

 

  
 

Allen Zeng 

President 

Sound of Hope Radio Network 

allenz@soundofhope.org 

Phone: 408-568-4488 


